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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 13, 2000 
LARSON ANNOUNCES $1 MILLION IN FUNDING FOR MARK TWAIN HOUSEHARTFORD—U.S. Congressman John B.
Larson (CT-01) today announced that the Mark Twain House in Hartford has received an addition $1 million dollars in
funding within the Interior Appropriations bill, HR 4578, signed into law by President Clinton on Wednesday. Larson voted
in favor of the bill, which passed the House on Oct. 3 by a vote of 348-69. 

"The Mark Twain House is one of the many historic sites in Hartford, and America, that deserves to be preserved," said
Larson. "The Twain House represents America’s proud literary heritage and Samuel Clemens’ rich contributions to
American literature. Those who appreciate the Twain House for the historic place that it is should be grateful to Senators
Chris Dodd and Joe Lieberman, who have fought tirelessly for years to secure funding for the house. After all, this is the
same house that such classics as Tom Sawyer and the Adventures of Huckleberry Finn were written in."

The Twain house received the funding as part of the Historic Preservation Fund’s Save America’s Treasures provision,
which allotted a total of $35 million dollars for various historic sites in the United States. In 1999, the Twain House was
awarded $2.5 million to help preserve and restore the house itself, as well as to help construct the new visitors center,
which is scheduled to open by 2002. It is the only project in the nation to have received funding under the program for a
second year, which is a testament to Senator Dodd’s tenacious work on the bill.

The house generates over five million in tourism dollars per year through its approximately 50,000 visitors, which is
expected to increase to more than $100,000 in the coming years. The increase in visitors will likely be due to the
construction of the new visitors facility, as well as its appearance in the documentary by filmmaker Ken Burns on Mark
Twain, which is set to be released late next year. 
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