
Affordable Broadband Access for all Americans


 


 Nationwide
deployment of high speed, always-on broadband Internet and mobile
communications will fuel the development of millions of new jobs in the United States.
Just as railroads and highways did in the past, broadband and mobile
communications will dramatically increase the productivity and efficiency of
our economy in the future and bring more Americans into an online global
community and marketplace. In education, broadband will provide greater access
to information, expanded curricula, and real-time collaboration across borders
and boundaries. In health care, broadband will enable advanced electronic
health technology to improve patient care and vastly reduce costs. In
communications, broadband will make the convergence of information, media, and
telecommunications a reality, and services such as Voice over IP and video on
demand will be pervasive. Democrats will ensure that the United States
has the telecommunications infrastructure to bridge the digital divide so that
every American will have access to affordable and robust broadband Internet
service and communications technology.



To achieve this goal, we will:


	
 - Ensure accountability for broadband services by
	changing the methodology that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
	uses to measure broadband deployment and requiring better surveys to
	report on broadband speed and prices.
	
 - Provide grants to communities to demonstrate high
	bandwidth applications and establish community networking centers to
	ensure access to computers and high-speed broadband, particularly in
	underserved communities.
	
 - Develop a national broadband access map in
	partnership with state governments. By knowing where broadband is
	currently deployed, we can target federal broadband resources to reach our
	rural and underserved communities.
	
 - Expand access to broadband in rural communities by
	ensuring that Rural Utilities Service broadband initiatives effectively
	target underserved areas in rural America and account for the
	unique obstacles faced by broadband providers in rural regions of the
	country.
	Encourage the FCC to adopt rules that will lead to
	the development and rapid deployment of new wireless broadband
	technologies and ensure efficient and intensive use of the electromagnetic
	spectrum in order to promote economic opportunity, competition, and
	innovation.
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