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America&rsquo;s greatest resource for

innovation resides within classrooms across the country. With a new commitment

more of our students will be trained in math, science, and technology to turn

ideas into innovative technologies. Future innovators must reflect the diversity

of our country, and we must provide opportunities for every qualified student,

including minorities and women. Democrats will ensure that today&rsquo;s students are

taught to high academic standards at all levels of learning and receive the

workplace skills that are necessary for preparing a new generation of

scientists, engineers, and mathematicians to compete in this global high

technology economy.





To achieve this goal, we will:





	
 - Educate 100,000 new innovators in the next five

	years. We propose a new public-private partnership with the business

	community and higher education institutions to produce well-qualified,

	highly-skilled workers by establishing Congressional Science fellowships

	and interdisciplinary Master&rsquo;s programs in science, engineering, and math

	that include specialized training and internships with business partners,

	and loan forgiveness options.

	
 - Place a highly qualified teacher in math, science,

	and technology K-12 classrooms by offering upfront tuition assistance to

	talented undergraduates majoring in math, science or engineering who agree

	to teach in a high needs school, investing in 25,000 new teachers through

	professional development, summer training institutes, graduate education

	assistance, and scholarships, and partnering community colleges with

	four-year institutions to improve the teacher pipeline.

	
 - Enhance the ability of states to coordinate education

	and workforce goals, identify the challenges of recruiting students and

	retaining them in innovative fields, and develop collaborative solutions

	through statewide coalitions of education, business, and community

	leaders, such as P-16+ Councils.

	
 - Make college more affordable for all students by

	cutting the interest rates on student loans and increasing the Pell Grant

	award.

	Ensure, as part of bipartisan and comprehensive

	immigration reform, that the best and brightest in the United States

	and around the world are able to contribute to innovation here.
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