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DODD, LIEBERMAN AND LARSON ANNOUNCE $21 MILLION TO CREATE NATIONAL CENTER FOR AEROSPACE
LEADERSHIP IN CT


EAST HARTFORD- U.S. Senators Christopher J. Dodd, Joseph I. Lieberman and Congressman John B. Larson today
announced that the Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology (CCAT) has been awarded $21 million in federal
funding to create the National Center for Aerospace Leadership (NCAL) in Connecticut. The state has been chosen to
take the lead in addressing the nation's need to maintain global leadership in the engineering and manufacturing of
advanced propulsion and power systems. The center will focus on future technological advancements necessary to aid
the region’s aerospace, aviation and defense manufacturing industries with the goal of providing new opportunities for
industry and expanding job growth. The funding will be used for eventual construction of a facility as well as for
programming within CCAT.


The effort will be a partnership between U.S. industry, academic and government teams from Connecticut, Ohio and
Pennsylvania. The announcement was made at Rentschler Field in East Hartford, where CCAT’s research and laboratory
space is located.


“Connecticut workers are already propelling our nation’s aerospace industry forward. This initiative will help further fuel
their efforts,” said Dodd. “By connecting the best and the brightest in our aerospace industry at every level, we can help
ensure a stronger national aerospace industrial base and a stronger economic foundation in Connecticut.”


“This grant is a tremendous development for Connecticut, one that gives our firms a competitive edge in the highly
dynamic aerospace marketplace, which is so critical to our economy,” said Lieberman. “Connecticut’s manufacturing sector
has been hard hit recently. Over the last year, our state lost 2,000 manufacturing jobs, and 26,400 over the last 43
months. The National Center for Aerospace Leadership has the potential to help turn the tide on these job losses. When
fully developed, this new center could lead to innovations and technologies that could create as many as 8000 new jobs.”


“This funding represents the groundwork for Connecticut's economic future,” said Larson. “We must maintain our
technological edge in aerospace innovation and manufacturing because it is the key to our economy. The funding
announced today will help us accomplish that by creating what will be a center of excellence for advanced aerospace
technological research and development. The innovations that are produced through the partnership between industry,
academia and government will reinvigorate our industries and help build the aerospace and defense workforce of
tomorrow. I am grateful to both Senators Dodd and Lieberman as well as Governor Jodi Rell for her vision and forward
thinking approach to economic growth and I look forward to working together with them as this effort moves forward.”


The center will focus on:




Ø The effort needed to ensure the future success of our innovative and highly competitive domestic aerospace
manufacturing supply base.


Ø Linking the leading researchers in universities including UConn, RPI, Yale, the University of Hartford and others, with
industry and assure that our manufacturers will be able to support key manufacturers, such as Pratt & Whitney, in
maintaining market share and meeting national defense needs.


Ø The rapid and effective transition of key advances in lasers, nanotechnology, and the next generation manufacturing to
meet U.S. industrial competitiveness needs.
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Ø Gas turbine engines, fuel cells, and total power systems needs for our national defense.


Ø The vital needs of the manufacturing supply chain to remain globally competitive and ready to meet the rapidly changing
needs of the military.


Ø The capabilities of our workforce to make sure that they are capable of building and operating the next generation of
industrial tools and processes needed to manufacture and service the advanced power and propulsion systems of the
future.


CCAT was formed in 2003 and prior to today's announcement received a total of $8.2 million in federal funding. Its
administrative offices are located in Founder’s Plaza in East Hartford and its research space is located adjacent to
Rentschler Field and the United Technologies Research Center (UTRC) building. It was established as a focal point for
industry, academia and government collaboration to ensure Connecticut's leadership in the nation's future defense and
technology competitiveness.


Selected CCAT initiatives:




Ø Creation of the Center for Next Generation Manufacturing in conjunction with Connecticut's Community Colleges and the
National Science Foundation. The initiative will help ensure Connecticut workers have the skills necessary to excel in the
industries of aerospace, medical technology, fuel cells, nanotechnology and advanced laser technology.


Ø The establishment of the Connecticut Regional Innovation Center that serves as a business incubator to assist both
start-up enterprises and established companies, fostering innovation, entrepreneurship and new business creation.


Ø Programs relating to science, math and education for students.
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