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LARSON CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION INTO WTC COLLAPSE AND AFTERMATH
Congressman Urges Better Coordination of Communications in Emergencies; Supports Comprehensive Review of
Procedures

WASHINGTON, D.C.—At a Science Committee hearing on the causes of collapse of the World Trade Center, U.S.
Congressman John B. Larson called for a comprehensive federal investigation to better understand the structural causes
of the building collapse, building evacuation procedures, and possible changes to building codes. Congressman Larson
signed a letter along with other Members from the Committee, including Rep. Anthony Weiner (NY), Sherwood Boehlert
(NY), and Steve Israel (NY) urging the director of the Office of Management and Budget to do everything possible to find
the funding necessary to conduct this investigation as soon as possible.

The reasons behind holding the hearing were news articles reporting that valuable information - steel beams - from the
World Trade Center were being recycled without being examined by experts in order to understand the root causes of the
collapse. This information is useful not only for understanding what happened in this unique building and incident, but to
understand the impact of fire in other large buildings. In addition, there is much to be learned about building evacuation
procedures in buildings of this size, as well as emergency response procedures.

Larson stated: “In the aftermath of the terrible collapse and the investigations that followed, several factors have become
clear: there was no clear authority or effective protocol for how the building performance investigators should conduct
and coordinate their investigation with the concurrent search and rescue efforts, as well as any potential criminal
investigation. Also, the difficulty in obtaining documents essential to the investigation, including blueprints, design
drawings, and maintenance records as well as uncertainty as to the strategy for completing the investigation must be
reviewed. Obviously, if we are to prepare adequately to meet the tremendous challenges posed by the potential that
another tragedy of this magnitude takes place these issues need to be addressed,” said Larson.

During the hearing, Larson also stated: “There must be a vast improvement in communications and coordination between
departments and agencies during catastrophes such as what occurred on September 11, and through resulting
investigations aimed at preventing future loss of life. A single federal agency must be charged with the authority to
investigate this kind of large-scale incident to ensure far better coordination between agencies.”

There have been calls for a more comprehensive assessment of emergency evacuation procedures, emergency
response procedures, a building safety analysis and changes in building codes for tall structures. As a result, the
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) has developed a follow-on comprehensive research plan, which
would address building design, structural analysis of the building collapse, emergency response procedures, evacuation
procedures and proposed changes to building standards based on research findings. At the hearing, witnesses put the
cost of the study in the $40 million range.
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