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LARSON AMENDMENT TO CLOSE THE DIGITAL DIVIDE PASSES THE HOUSE TODAY

Bill that it amended also passes; authorizes $6.9 billion for technology researchWASHINGTON — What do the National
Science Foundation, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the National Institute of Standards and
Technology all have in common? Under an amendment offered by U.S. Congressman John B. Larson (CT-01), which
passed today, these federal agencies will be given the task of preparing a report that determines the most effective and
economical means of providing all public elementary and secondary schools and libraries in the United States with high-
speed, large bandwidth capacity access to the Internet.

Larson, who is a former teacher and a member of the Science Committee stated, “America is leading the world in
technological advances that are revolutionizing our lives on a daily basis, and setting the pace for the global economy.
Unfortunately, most of our public education system and our libraries are neither equipped nor financially prepared to take
advantage of this technological revolution. Over the past years they have had to rely upon a patchwork of well-
intentioned programs that have not addressed the long-term needs of our schools and libraries. The passage of this bill
and my amendment will go a long way toward helping students compete in our digital economy.”

The Committee on Science produced Larson’s amendment, which will provide schools with the best data available from
the nation’s top researchers to help all schools. It requires the federal agencies listed above and others to prepare a
report that identifies:

(1) The most effective and economical means of providing all public elementary and secondary schools and libraries in
the United States with high-speed, large bandwidth capacity access to the Internet;

(2) The effect that specific or regional circumstances may have on the appropriateness of using different methods and
technologies to achieve the goal of providing Internet access to schools and libraries;

(3) The ways to ensure Internet access to schools and libraries is effectively available at individual workstations within
each school and library;

(4) The cutting edge educational tools being developed today and how can they be properly integrated into an
educational setting; and

(5) The best method to determine of integrating technology and providing Internet access in to our public schools and
libraries from a school administrator’s perspective and from a technical standpoint.

Larson’s amendment is now part of H.R. 2086, Networking and Information Technology Research Development Act. The
Act authorizes $6.9 billion over five years to conduct research into advanced computing and communications
technologies. It also authorizes research programs proposed by the President that are guided by expert advice from the
President’s Information Technology Advisory Committee (PITAC). This bill received broad support from educators and
industry and was endorsed by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the National Association of Manufacturers.

Today’s amendment was originally part of a compendium of bills introduced last year by Larson. The bills were aimed at
rethinking how children’s education is delivered into the classrooms, training teachers in the use of the most modern
technology, and creating a youth corps of high-tech experts that will bring their knowledge into the community at the
same time they are learning the importance of volunteerism.
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Larson, a long-time supporter of providing the Internet to classrooms and libraries, put his support into action when he
created ConneCT'96. Organized as Connecticut’s contribution to the highly publicized national Net Day initiative in 1996,
ConneCT'96 mobilized 4,000 citizens to bring Internet connectivity to many of the state’s K-12 schools and public libraries
over an eight-month period in 1996. It was recognized as one of the best Net Day efforts in the nation.
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