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LARSON TESTIFIES ON LEAVING “NO CHILD BEHIND” BEFORE HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. Congressman John B. Larson (CT-01) testified on Wednesday, March 28 before the House
Committee on Education and the Workforce on technology education as it relates to the “No Child Left Behind Act of
2001,” which is legislation modeled after the president’s education plan. Larson was invited to testify before the Committee
because of his position as Chairman of the Digital Divide Caucus, which is devoted to closing the gap between those
people who have adequate access to technology and training in its use, and those who do not. 


Larson stated in his testimony: “As you all know, a report released last year by the Department of Commerce entitled
‘Falling Through the Net: Toward Digital Inclusion,’ states that ‘…a digital divide remains or has expanded…even while Internet
access and computer ownership are rising rapidly for almost all groups.’ It further finds that the gap actually grew for
black and Hispanic households and for people with disabilities and the elderly.” 


“The Digital Divide is not only a civil rights challenge, but also a challenge of maintaining American preeminence in the
economy and our national security in the face of the global challenges of the 21st century,” said Larson. 


Larson also cited a report from the Gartner Group entitled “The Internet in American Society: Defining the Digital Divide.”
The report, which was released last year, stated: “…there has always existed an unfair distribution of access to the tools of
social mobility, but for the first time in history a technology exists that, to a large extent, can level the playing field…but
there is a problem. To date there has been an unfair access to the Internet that mirrors the socioeconomic divisions in
society. This unfair access…has implications that reach to the very social and economic core of our nation…” 


In his statement, Larson said: “We all accept the implicit understanding that our education system is linked to our
economy, which is linked to our national security, which is linked to our education system, and so on. Recently, I am
concerned that this integral relationship is breaking down under the mantra of ‘reducing the size of government.’ Though I
am not wedded to any one solution, any one approach, any one vision, I do believe that the federal government's role is
key to our national education endeavor. It worries me that viewing information and telecommunication technologies as
commodities -- to be bought, taken out of their box and plugged into the wall -- fails to realize their potential for spurring
innovation and enhancing individual talent.” 


Larson has long been a supporter of advancing technology education in schools and communities to help ensure that no
one is left behind as available technology moves forward. While in the Connecticut State Senate, he created and chaired
ConneCT96, a project that brought the Internet into Connecticut classrooms and libraries. Under his direction, 4,000
volunteers were mobilized into action to make this communications link a reality. During the 106th Congress, he
introduced three major pieces of legislation that addressed high-tech education in the classroom. They aim to provide
technological infrastructure to our classrooms, technological opportunities for our children, and technical know-how to our
teachers and professors. In 2000, Larson formed the Digital Divide Caucus, a coalition of Members of Congress whose
goal it is to coordinate and combine efforts to close the divide, which he announced at a press conference in October. 
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