
Health Care Public Forum in Winsted | Congressman John Larson

Sunday Night, I hosted a public forum on health care reform at the Northwestern Connecticut
Community College  in
Winsted.

  

  

Rural areas of our nation, such as Litchfield County, are as vulnerable to the weaknesses of our
current health care system as our urban communities. The availability of quality health care is a
particular issue in rural areas. Access to quality health care is essential to maintaining the
health and wellness of a community and its residents.

  

I was pleased to invite a panel of individuals who have worked tirelessly at the forefront of our
health care system to speak directly to the importance of reform. Panel members included
Judith Stein of the Center for Medicare Advocacy , Brenda Kelley of the Connecticut AARP  as
well as local speakers, Dr. William Handelman of 
Charlotte Hungerford Hospital
and Kathy Grimaud, Executive Director of the Community Health and Wellness Center of
Greater Torrington.

 1 / 2

http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.nwcc.commnet.edu/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.nwcc.commnet.edu/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.medicareadvocacy.org/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.aarp.org/states/ct/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.charlottesweb.hungerford.org/
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  I truly believe the most important purpose of my public forums is providing you, the constituent,an opportunity to ask questions and tell me your own personal stories.  People like Kristen fromColebrook who stood up and spoke about being diagnosed with stage four Breast Cancer at theage of 31. She stated she is happy with her current insurance, but is fearful about losing herinsurance while she is out on her three-month medical leave.

        These are real concerns.  The fear of losing insurance coverage is what the citizens throughoutmy district and our nation face every day. We can no longer allow inaction on health carecontinue to debilitate our families, small businesses, and our nation.  I thank everyone that attended the forum, and if you have a question about health care or anyissue important to you, please send me an email  or call my office .  
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http://forms.house.gov/larson/contact.html
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=700&amp;Itemid=14

